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Morphology plays a crucial role in students' language
acquisition. This study delves into the distinctions between
inflectional and derivational morphemes, aiming to enhance
comprehension of these concepts. By investigating word
creation processes and observed alterations, the study
illustrates the profound impact of prefixes and suffixes on
words, shedding light on their significance in language
learning. Students frequently require clarification when
distinguishing between inflectional and derivational
morphemes during learning. To enhance comprehension of
this subject, this present study initially investigated the
definitions and subcategories of these two terms outlined in
various literary sources. Next, it provided a concise
overview of the critical distinctions between inflectional and
derivational morphemes. These analyses aim to determine
the word created by derivational morphemes, the word
formed by inflectional morphemes, the process by which the
specified word is formed, and the types of observed
alterations. The author implements the descriptive
qualitative approach. It will discover that each morpheme
possesses its function and influences the base word's
meaning, word class, or grammatical function. This study
illustrates the impact of prefixes and suffixes on words.

INTRODUCTION
The potency of language in communication, whether in the context of written or

spoken expression, becomes essential for dealing with vocabulary. The act of
impersonating and proposing agreements can be significantly influenced by the insertion
of words or sentences, potentially changing their meaning totally and resulting in different
consequences. Linguistically, morphemes are the most basic elements of meaning, and
comprehending them 1is essential for achieving proficiency in any language.
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Differentiating between derivational and inflectional morphemes can help English
learners better understand the structure and intricacies of the language.

It can be said that comprehending the complex mechanisms of a language involves
investigating its most minor units of meaning, referred to as morphemes. Derivational
and inflectional morphemes are essential in expanding vocabulary and enhancing
grammatical accuracy. Derivational morphemes create new words and change
grammatical categories, while inflectional morphemes modify words to communicate
various grammatical aspects. This in-depth research examines these morphemes' role in
acquiring the English language, emphasizing their significance in the development of
vocabulary, grammatical precision, and general linguistic competence. This present study
provides a comprehensive overview of how learners can utilize morphemes to improve
their proficiency in English by analyzing their functions, characteristics, and effective
teaching strategies. It also aims to offer a thorough examination of derivational and
inflectional morphemes, emphasizing their functions, distinctions, and significance in the
process of acquiring the English language. First, we shall establish the definitions of
derivational and inflectional morphemes and examine their functions in the process of
creating words. Subsequently, we shall analyze their influence on the enhancement of
vocabulary acquisition and grammatical aptitude. Lastly, we will explore effective
techniques for integrating morpheme analysis into language acquisition.

Multiple research projects have examined the derivational and inflectional
affixation procedures of different issues that have occurred. In 2014, Gultom conducted
a study titled "Derivational and Inflectional Processes in Some Selected Articles of
English Tempo Magazine." The study aimed to analyze the kind, structure, and changes
of derivational and inflectional processes. In their 2018 study, Nurhikmah et al. examined
the impact of derivational and inflectional affixes on words. The study focused
specifically on the analysis of these affixes in the Facebook page "BBC News" on
September 8, 2017. Aprianti & Parmawati (2020) undertook a study analyzing the lyrics
of Lady Gaga's "A Star is Born" album to discover and examine derivational and
inflectional affixations in the song. The outcome of this investigation indicates a greater
variety of derivational affixation. In her 2020 study titled "An Analysis of Derivational
and Inflectional Morpheme in Selected News from Tempo.co," Fitria examined the usage
of derivational and inflectional affixation. The findings of the study revealed a higher
frequency of inflectional affixation compared to derivational affixation. Ratih (2021) did
a study titled "An Analysis of the Utilization of Derivational and Inflectional Morphemes
in Joko Widodo's Speech." This study examines the frequency and processes of
derivational and inflectional morphemes in Joko Widodo's speech.

Starting from several previous studies, we can conclude that many types of literary
hidden and media can be used, for example, newspapers, songs, etc. However,
considering the application of morphological awareness, it is noticeable that there is more
alignment between the educational concept and the media employed. How is the
application of media examined concerning the acquisition of expertise in the fundamental
principles of morphological awareness, namely inflectional and derivational morphemes
to enhance competency in English language learning? While the Department of National
Education (as cited in Widyasari, 2016) said that the purpose of English education is for
students to communicate verbally and in writing effectively, the primary goal of learning
English is to develop accurate and fluent oral and written communication skills. Hence,
the objective of this research was to examine and elucidate the many categories of
Inflectional Affixes, Derivational Affixes, and the difficulties encountered by students
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when employing affixes in the English books Merdeka Curriculum for the secondary
school (7-9 grade of JHS).

Applying school textbooks is an essential initial measure in analyzing this present
study, as it serves as a fundamental reference that is universally accessible to students at
all stages of their Junior High School education. It may lead to tabulation for future that
may be used for a wide range of purposes, such as guidebooks, pocketbooks, etc. The
primary focus of this study is to examine the pedagogical implications of teaching
derivational and inflectional morphemes. Specifically, it aims to investigate how these
morphemes contribute to linguistic diversity and in what ways knowledge of these
morphemes can enhance language acquisition.

METHODS

This study used a corpus linguistics methodology. McEnery and Hardie (2012)
characterize corpus linguistics as a methodology since it is an area that focuses on a set
of procedures, or methods, for studying language. Corpus linguistics procedures were
applied in this study to analyze the inflectional and derivational morphemes, and the
affixation process obtained from the corpus of English books Merdeka Curriculum for
the secondary school (7-9 grade of JHS).

In general, this study applies the qualitative approach. Dornyei (2007) states that
two of the qualitative approaches related to this study are the nature of qualitative data
and the characteristics of the research setting. The nature of qualitative data is related to
this study because it refers to the data collection. The data collection was gathered from
the English Textbooks Merdeka Curriculum for the secondary school (7-9 grade of JHS)
that are transformed into a textual form (in this case, the data are converted into txt).

There are two techniques taken to collect the data. The first technique is
downloading the data and converting it into txt. The second technique is creating
concordances.

For converting the data, there is a website, https://www.online-convert.com/ is
used. The steps following are:

1. Convert data from pdf to txt.

23 online-convert.com,

Xl ONLINE-CONVERTE & Antoos v o 0

Pricing Help

Files Tools = File List [ File Info 1562-bahasa-inggris-bs-kls-vi... X
Select all [J selectnone

(@® Did you know? We've introduced a new tool for creating Al-generated art. Try Now ->

D 1562-bahasa-inggris-bs-kls-viii-nsn.txt 272.06 KB Info ®© Preview & Download

D Inggris_BS_KLS_IX- www.kherysuryawan.id.txt 287.92 KB Info © Preview & Download

D 1344-bahasa-inggris-bg-kls-vii.txt 313.96 KB a Info ®© Preview & Download

Select all O select none

Figure 1. The Converter Data
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2. Open the data with a notepad and clear the unnecessary text except the material to
create the corpus more qualified and comprehensive.

= 4Thepoii ® g dini Mohonbe ¢ eportxml  Hutaminin o 1.Pembual ® 1344

file  Edit  View

English
For Nusantara

KEMENTERTAN PENDIDIKAN, KEBUDAYAAN, RISET, DAN TEKNOLOGI
2022

SMP/MTs KELAS VIIT

Hak Cipta pada Kementerian Pendidikan, Kebudayaan, Riset, dan Teknologi Republik Indonesia

Dilindungi Undang-Undang

Penaian: Buku ini disiapkan oleh Pemerintah dalam rangka pemenuhan kebutuhan buku pendidikan yang
bernutu, murah, dan merata sesuai dengan amanat dalam UU No. 3 Tahun 2617. Buku ini disusun dan
ditelaah oleh berbagai pihak di bawah koordinasi Kementerian Pendidikan, Kebudayaan, Riset, dan Teknologi.
Buku ini merupakan dokumen hidup yang senantiasa diperbaiki, diperbarui, dan dimutakhirkan sesuai dengan
dinamika kebutuhan dan perubahan zaman. Masukan dari berbagai kalangan yang dialamatkan kepada

penulis atau melalui alamat surel bukugkemdikbud.go.id diharapkan dapat meningkatkan kualitas buku ini.
English for Nusantara untuk SMP/MTs Kelas VIII

Penulis

Ika Lestari Damayanti

Iyen Nurlaelawati

Mahmud Layan Hutasuhut

Yusnita Febrianti

Raymon Rahmadhani

Gilang Asri Devianty

Penelazh

Raden Safrina Noorman

Eva Lei. i

Penyelia/Penyelaras

Supriyatno

Lenny Puspita Ekawaty

Awaliyah Nurina Utami Unri

Ln2,Col2 2 100%. Unix (LF) UTF-8

Figure 2. The Notepad That Contains Data In Txt Format

3. Open the Antconc software and input the corpus data. Create it into a wordlist.

@ Mico
Target Corpus KWIC  Plot  FileView Cluster N-Gram  Collocate ~ Word  Keyword ~ Wordcloud  ChatAl
Name: temp Entries 6612/6612 Total Freq 99995/99995 Page Size 5000 hits v &) 1to 5000 of 6612 hits Q
Files: 3 = e 3
ype nk Freq Range
Tokens: 99995 4990 dolphin a1 1
Bahasa Inggris IX Buku S| | 4991 dolphins 14488 1 1
Bahasa Inggris VIl Buku ¢ :
Bahasa Inggris VIl Buku 4992 et ke ! d
4993 doorway 4488 1 1
4994 doubts 4488 1 1
4995 dozens 4488 1 1
4996 drafts 4488 1 1
4997 drama 4488 1 1
4998 drawers 4488 1 1
4999 dreams 4488 1 1 I
5000 dribble 4488 1 1
Search Query @ Words (] Case (] Regex Min.Freq 1 = Min. Range s
V Stat () Adv Search
—

Sortby Frequency v (] Invert Order
Progress -100%

Usina Word list cache - Time taken (creatina word list results): 0.063 sec

Figure 3. Antcont Software to Create Wordlist

4. Move the data into Excel and try to sort all the data with fixed tabulations that have
been made. The data will be analyzed with Fromkin’s (2014) theory.
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< |
File Home Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Revi
£ |calibri ~|[11 ~| AT AT = ===
™~
B I U~ i« & A~ = = = =
<5
Clipboard = Font = Alignment
J1s ~ = Jx
d A B c D E F G
1 |Tabulations Penlit
2
3 Type Rank Freq Range
4 | chapter 16 629 3
= unit 21 500 3
6 |that 22 491 3
7 |can 23 490 3
8 |worksheet 25 471 3
9 |do 26 470 3
10 |section 30 419 3
11 | picture 32 415 3
12 |english 36 388 3
13 |story a5 320 2
14 | did 50 305 3
15 | school 51 298 3
16 have 53 277 3
17 one 58 260 3
18 |write 60 248 3
19 time 63 226 3
20 [form 65 222 3
21 |make 67 216 3
22 |use 68 213 3
23 |questions 70 211 3
Sheetl —+
Figure 4. The Tabulation Data That Transform Into Excel

The tabulation data contains a wordlist consisting of 4105 words. This wordlist can
be used as a reference for teaching morphology within the context of vocabulary. In order
to obtain further information, the English books Merdeka Curriculum for the secondary
school (7-9 grade of JHS) designed for students to serve as a suitable resource for teaching
implementation due to its alignment with the partner curriculum and the fact that each
student occupies their own handbook, which facilitates familiarity with the vocabulary.

Prior to categorizing derivational and inflectional morphemes, students should have
a foundational understanding of basic terms or basic roots. As an illustration, the terms
"expressive" and "expression" both originate from the root word "express". Undoubtedly,
the significance of both phrases is comparable. The distinguishing factor between these
words is their respective suffixes, which give them distinct meanings.

Once we have comprehended these fundamental distinctions, we may examine the
inflectional and derivational morphology using the wordlist generated from the tabulation
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we conducted using the English books Merdeka Curriculum for secondary school
students in grades 7-9.

Fromkin (2014) classifies English inflectional and derivational morphemes into
different categories, as illustrated in the following image:

English Inflectional Morphemes Examples

-5 third-person singular present  She wait-s at home,

-ed past tense She wait-ed at home.

-ing  progressive She is eat-ing the donut.

-en past participle Mary has eat-en the donuts.

-5 plural She ate the donut-s.

-'s possessive Disa’s hair is short,

-er comparative Disa has short-er hair than Karin,
-est superlative Disa has the short-est hair.

Figure 5. Fromkin's Theory about Inflectional Morphemes

Noun to Adjective
boy + -ish

virtu + -ous
Elizabeth + -an
pictur + -esque
affection + -ate
health + -ful
alcohol + -ic

Noun to Verb
moral + -ize
vaccin + -ate
hast + -en

im- + prison

be- + friend

en- + joy

in- + habit
Adjective to Verb

en + large
en + dear
en + rich

Verb to Noun

acquitt + -al
clear + -ance
accus + -ation
sing + -er
conform + -ist
predict + -ion

Adjective to Noun
tall + -ness
specific + -ity
feudal + -ism

free + -dom

Adjective to Adverb
exact + -ly

Verb to Adjective
read + -able
creat + -ive
migrat + -ory
run(n) + -y

Some derivational affixes do not cause a change in grammatical class.

Noun to Noun

friend + -ship
human + -ity
king + -dom

New Jersey + -ite
vicar + -age

Paul + -ine
America + -n
libr(ary) + -arian
mono- + theism
dis- + advantage
ex- + wife

auto- + biography
un- + employment

Verb to Verb
un- + do

re- + cover
dis- + believe

auto- + destruct

Adjective to Adjective
pink + -ish

red + -like

a- + moral

il- + legal

in- + accurate

un- + happy

semi- + annual

dis- + agreeable

sub- + minimal

Figure 6. Fromkin's Theory about Derivational Morphemes

Based on the Fromkin’s theory, inflectional morphology is the process of altering a
word to indicate several grammatical characteristics, including tense, mood, voice,
aspect, person, number, gender, and case. On the other hand, in derivational morphology,
which generates a novel term with a distinct meaning, inflectional alterations do not
modify the fundamental significance of the word but rather adapt it according to its
syntactic function in a sentence.
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Inflection is an aspect of language that alters the structure of a word in order to
convey various grammatical categories. Fromkin's theory (2014) highlights several
fundamental principles of inflectional morphology, including morphological change,
which refers to the alteration of a word's form without modifying its basic meaning or
generating a new term. This generally involves the addition of prefixes or suffixes, or
modifying the internal structure of the word. Grammatical categories encompassing tense,
number, case, gender, mood, voice, and person are responsible for modifying various
aspects of a sentence. Tense determines the time of action, number specifies singular or
plural forms, case indicates the grammatical role of a noun, gender differentiates between
masculine, feminine, and neutral, mood expresses the speaker's attitude towards the
action, voice distinguishes between active and passive constructions, and person denotes
the subject's person.

Inflectional morphology can be classified into two types: regular inflection, which
adheres to predictable patterns, and irregular inflection, which deviates from traditional
rules and often requires memorization. It can also be classified based on the way the word
class may change, such as nouns (changing for number and case), verbs (changing for
tense, aspect, mood, voice, and agreement with the subject), and adjectives/adverbs
(changing for comparison). Furthermore, inflectional processes typically exhibit a high
degree of regularity and can be applied to the majority of words within a given category.

In this case, morphology is the study of the structure and form of words in a
language, particularly through the use of morphemes, which are the smallest units of
meaning. From the inflection category, several examples of wordlists serve as
illustrations and are classified based on Fromkin's (2014) hypothesis. It is intended to
introduce and familiarize students with the terminology and fundamental concepts of
inflectional morphology through examples. The example below aims to provide students
with a fundamental understanding of how word construction and transformation of
inflectional morphology.

Table 1. Inflectional Morphology and categorization

No. Category Wordlist Word Transformation
Formation

1. Plural Chapter Chapter +s Chapters
Unit Unit + s Units
Worksheet Worksheet +s ~ Worksheets
Section Section +s Sections

2. Progressive Follow Follow + ing Following
Read Read + ing Reading
Use Use + ing Using
Usual Usual + ly Usually
Sudden Sudden + ly Suddenly

3. Past Tense Relate Relate +d Related
Look Look + ed Looked

4. Superlative/Comparative _ Big Big + est Biggest
Fast Fast +er Faster

5. Possesive City City + ‘s City’s
Electronic Electronic + ‘s Electronic‘s

6. Third-Person Singular Study Study + es Studies
Play Play +s Plays

7. Past Participle See See + ing Seeing
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Run Run + ing Running
Stop Stop +ed Stopped

On the other hand, derivational morphology is a field of linguistics that examines
the process of creating new words (known as lexemes) by attaching prefixes, suffixes,
and other affixes to existing words or stems. Derivational morphology differs from
inflectional morphology in that it alters the meaning or part of speech of a word, often
resulting in the creation of totally new words. From the derivation category, several
examples of wordlists serve as illustrations and are classified based on Fromkin's (2014)
hypothesis. It is intended to introduce and familiarize students with the terminology and
fundamental concepts of derivational morphology through examples. The example below
aims to provide students with a fundamental understanding of how word construction and
transformation of derivational morphology.

Table 2. Derivational Morphology and categorization

Category Wordlist Word Transformation
Formation
Derivational Noun to Noun Friend Friend + ship Friendship
morphemes not National National + ity Nationality
change the part
of speech
Derivational Verb to Noun Create Create + ion Creation
morpheme Perform Perform + ance  Performance
changes the part Develop Develop + ment  Development
of speech Adjective  to Careful Careful + ly Carefully
Adverb Easy Easy + 1y Easily
Quiet Quiet + ly Quietly

Understanding the role of derivational and inflectional morphemes in morphology
education has significant pedagogical implications. These implications can influence
teaching methods, curriculum design, and the development of students' language skills
such as enhancing vocabulary acquisition, improving reading comprehension, increasing
the writing skills, recognizing the students second language learning, promoting
metalinguistics awareness and designing effective practice and feedback for the future.

In case of enhancing vocabulary acquisition, instructing students on derivational
morphemes (prefixes and suffixes that alter the meaning or grammatical category of a
word) enables them to enhance their vocabulary. For instance, having the knowledge that
the word "happy" can be transformed into "unhappy" or "happiness" enables the students
to comprehend and employ more varieties of vocabulary. Otherwise, comprehending
inflectional morphemes (suffixes that alter a word's tense, number, aspect, mood, or
gender without altering its part of speech) assists students in acquiring proficiency in
grammatical structures. An instance of this is the recognition of the suffix "-s" to indicate
plural nouns or the suffix "-ed" to indicate past tense verbs, which assists in understanding
and producing language accurately.

Then, improving reading comprehension, it can assist students in familiarizing with
derivational morphemes in interpreting and discovering the definitions of unknown terms
during reading, thereby improving comprehension. By understanding the prefix "un-" and
the root "predictable," students can infer the meaning of "unpredictable." Additionally, in
comprehending inflectional morphemes, it may assist learners in accurately analyzing

660 Jurnal Pendidikan Indonesia, Vol. 5 No. 8 Agustus 2024



Comprehensive Analysis of Derivational and Inflectional Morphemes for English Language
Acquisition

sentences, identifying verb tenses, ensuring subject-verb agreement, and recognizing
other grammatical signals that are essential for understanding. Formerly, teaching
derivational morphology could help in improving students' writing abilities by enabling
them to employ an extensive variety of words and effectively apply multiple variations
of a word to correspond with different situations (e.g., "create," "creation," "creative").
Moreover, teaching inflectional morphology guarantees that students can construct
syntactically accurate sentences, employing the suitable tense, number, and form.

Furthermore, it facilitates second language learners in expediting their acquisition
of vocabulary and assists them in identifying equivalents and misleading terms in
derivational morphology across languages. Accordingly, second language learners also
gain advantages from receiving explicit teaching on inflectional morphemes in order to
comprehend the grammatical principles of the target language, which can vary
substantially from their mother tongue.

In addition, students can develop their metalinguistic awareness by acquiring
knowledge of both types of morphemes, which allows them to gain a deeper
understanding of language structure and improve their ability to manipulate language.
Developing this level of consciousness might enhance the individual's general language
proficiency and cognitive abilities. In addition, it supports the teacher in developing
efficient instructional strategies for both derivational and inflectional morphemes. It
involves several activities that emphasize the identification, application, and modification
of these morphemes in different situations. More importantly, encouraging students'
involvement in morphological analysis, which includes breaking words down into their
roots and affixes, might be an effective approach for enhancing vocabulary acquisition
and comprehension. Next, the implementation of integration across curriculum by
incorporating multiple disciplines such as science and history, can effectively strengthen
these principles and demonstrate their practical relevance in comprehending specialist
terminology.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the significance of derivational and inflectional morphemes in the
field of morphology education cannot be overemphasized as they play a crucial part in
the development of comprehensive language proficiency. Comprehending and instructing
these morphemes can greatly improve the acquisition of vocabulary, understanding of
reading, and proficiency in writing. By promoting metalinguistic awareness, these
principles develop students' proficiency in modifying and comprehending language
structures, which is essential for both native speakers and second language learners.
Teachers may apply this comprehension by integrating direct instruction, morphological
analysis, and interconnected with curriculum integration. By implementing focused
evaluations and consistent input, educators can efficiently assist and track students'
advancement in acquiring these fundamental elements of language. To sum up, a
comprehensive understanding of derivational and inflectional morphemes provides the
students with the necessary abilities to effectively navigate and succeed in the complex
structures of language, therefore enhancing overall literacy and language competency.
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